Split An Access Database
1. On the Tools menu, point to Database Utilities, and then click Database Splitter. 

2. Follow the instructions in the Database Splitter Wizard dialog boxes.

One new database is created.
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The original database now – as well as still having the unchanged forms, contains a link to this above table – the original table has been removed.
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How to manually split a Microsoft Access database 
Test1.accdb is the database that we wish to split.
We create 2 new databases FrontEnd.accdb and BackEnd.accdb.

Basically we IMPORT the tables into BackEnd and then

LINK from FrontEnd to this BackEnd.accdb table.

Also from this Front End,  IMPORT all of the Forms, Queries, Reports , Modules and Macros one lot at a time  from Test1.accdb 

	1.
	Create a new, blank Access database. BackEnd.accdb

	2.
	On the File menu, point to Get External Data, and then click Import.

	3.
	Locate and select the database that you want to split.

	4.
	On the Tables tab, click Select All, and then click OK.
Access imports all of the tables into the new database, which is your back-end database.

	5.
	Store the new back-end database on a network share and make sure that all the users have full permissions to the share.

	6.
	Create a second new, blank Access database FrontEnd.accdb.

	7.
	On the File menu, point to Get External Data, and then click Link Tables.

	8.
	Select the back-end database that you just created.

	9.
	On the Tables tab, click Select All and then click OK.
Access links the tables in the back-end database to the front-end database.

	10.
	On the File menu, point to Get External Data, and then click Import.

	11.
	Select the original database that you are splitting, and then click Import.

	12.
	On the Forms tab, click Select All. Repeat this step on all tabs except the Tables tab. Because you have already linked to the tables, you now only need to import the rest of the objects.

	13.
	After you have selected all of the objects except for tables, click OK.

You now have all the tables linked and have imported the remaining objects.


This method has exactly the same effect (except that we now still have our original database as well in tact) but doesn’t seem to have the incumbent wizard add-in.


http://www.granite.ab.ca/access/splitapp/overview.htm
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If your database contains Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) (Visual Basic for Applications (VBA): A macro-language version of Microsoft Visual Basic that is used to program Windows applications and is included with several Microsoft applications.) code, saving your Microsoft Access database (database: A collection of data related to a particular subject or purpose. Within a database, information about a particular entity, such as an employee or order, is categorized into tables, records, and fields.) as an MDE file compiles all modules, removes all editable source code, and compacts the destination database. Your Visual Basic code will continue to run, but it cannot be viewed or edited. Your database will continue to function as it did — you can still update data and run reports.

Saving your Access database as an MDE file does not prevent changes to the database design. However, you will notice the following: 

· The user interface for modifying or creating forms, reports, or modules will be disabled. 

· The VBA References dialog box will not allow adding, deleting, or changing references to object libraries or databases. 

· The source code will not be available. 

· The importing and exporting commands will be disabled for forms, reports, or modules. However, tables, queries, data access pages, and macros can be imported from or exported to non-MDE databases. 


Considerations if you need to modify the design of forms, reports, or modules

Be sure to keep a copy of your original Access database. If you need to modify the design of forms, reports, or modules in an MDE file, you must modify the original Access database, and then resave it as an MDE file. Saving an Access database containing tables as an MDE file creates complications reconciling different versions of the data if you need to modify the design of the forms, reports, or modules at a later date. For this reason, saving an Access database as an MDE file is most appropriate for the front-end database of a front-end/back-end application (front-end/back-end application: An application consisting of a "back-end" database file that contains tables, and copies of a "front-end" database file that contain all other database objects with links to the "back-end" tables.).


Code no longer employs user-level security

In previous versions of Access, user-level security could be used with VBA modules. In Microsoft Access 2000 and later, all Visual Basic code for an Access database (.mdb) file or an Access project (.adp) (Microsoft Access project: An Access file that connects to a Microsoft SQL Server database and is used to create client/server applications. A project file doesn't contain any data or data-definition-based objects such as tables and views.) file, including stand-alone modules (standard module: A module in which you can place Sub and Function procedures that you want to be available to other procedures throughout your database.) and class modules (class module: A module that can contain the definition for a new object. Each instance of a class creates a new object. Procedures defined in the module become properties and methods of the object. Class modules can exist alone or with forms and reports.) (such as code behind forms and reports), must employ security technologies, such as setting a password, or by saving the database as an MDE or ADE file, which removes the source code.


Considerations before saving your database as an MDE file

Some restrictions may prevent you from saving your Access database as an MDE file:

· You must have password access to the Visual Basic code. 

· If your database is replicated, you must first remove replication (replication: The process of copying a database so that two or more copies can exchange updates of data or replicated objects. This exchange is called synchronization.). 

· If your Access database references another Access database, or add-in (add-in: A supplemental program that adds custom commands or custom features to Microsoft Office.), you must save all Access databases or add-ins in the chain of references as MDE files. 

Additionally, if you define a database password or user-level security before saving an Access database as an MDE file, those features will still apply to an MDE file created from that database. If your Access database has a database password or user-level security defined, and you want to remove these features, you must do so before saving it as an MDE file.

To save an Access database that employs user-level security as an MDE file, you must meet the following requirements before you can proceed:

· You must join the workgroup (workgroup information file: A file that Access reads at startup that contains information about the users in a workgroup. This information includes users' account names, their passwords, and the groups of which they are members.) that defines the user accounts used to access the database, or that were in use when the database was created. 

· Your user account must have Open/Run and Open Exclusive permissions for the database. 

· Your user account must have Modify Design or Administer permissions for any tables in the database, or you must be the owner (owner: When security is being used, the user account that has control over a database or database object. By default, the user account that created a database or database object is the owner.) of any tables in the database. 

· Your user account must have Read Design permissions for all objects in the database. 


About references and MDE files

If you try to create an MDE file from a Microsoft Access database (.mdb) or an add-in (.mda) (add-in: A supplemental program that adds custom commands or custom features to Microsoft Office.) that references another Access database or add-in, Access displays an error message and doesn't let you complete the operation. To save a database that references another database as an MDE file, you must save all databases in the chain of references as MDE files, starting from the first database referenced. After saving the first database as an MDE file, you must then update the reference in the next database to point to the new MDE file before saving it as an MDE file, and so on.

For example, if Database1.mdb references Database2.mdb, which references Database3.mda, you would proceed as follows:

1. Save Database3.mda as Database3.mde. 

2. Open Database 2.mdb, and change its reference to point to the new Database3.mde. 

3. Save Database2.mdb as Database2.mde. 

4. Open Database1.mdb, and change its reference to point to the new Database2.mde. 

5. Save Database1.mdb as Database1.mde. 


About saving a replicated database as an MDE file

A replicated database (either a replica (replica: A copy of a database that is a member of a replica set and can be synchronized with other replicas in the set. Changes to the data in a replicated table in one replica are sent and applied to the other replicas.) or Design Master (Design Master: The only member of the replica set in which you can make changes to the database structure that can be propagated to other replicas.)) cannot be saved as an MDE file. To save a replicated database as an MDE file, you must first remove replication (replication: The process of copying a database so that two or more copies can exchange updates of data or replicated objects. This exchange is called synchronization.).

Once a database is saved as an MDE file, it can be replicated; however, replication is only recommended in situations where no further changes need to be made to the original database. If you need to make a design change to a replica set (replica set: The Design Master and all replicas that share the same database design and unique replica set identifier.) of MDE files, you must make that change in the original database, resave it as an MDE file, and then create and distribute an entirely new replica set from the new MDE file.


To Add a Field to  a Split Database
· Add the field to the required Back End table.
· Export the table to the front end. It will ask to Replace the current table. Say Yes.

 (It doesn’t seem to work for Importing from the front End – it renames the Table eg tblMaster will get renamed to tblMaster1.)
Note that this table is no longer LINKED.

· Open the Front End.

· Close all Objects (eg any open Forms)

· and Re- Split the front end. 
(In 2007 : Database Tools tag on the Ribbon and then Move Data (Access Database). Split Database etc.)
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If test_be is deleted, it complains when double-click in Table 1 here.
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